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FOREWORD

Raja Rao makes a significant point when he says “I am no

scholar. I am a ‘creative’ writer. I love to play with ideas. It is like

a chess game with horses, elephants, chamberlains, and the kings

which might fight with one another. The game is not for winning. It

is for rasa-delight. I enjoy the juxtaposition of ideas. I play, I end, I

have been taught, is not a question of success of defeat, but the

abolition of contradiction of duality and of the place it should bring

to me. I play the game knowing I am the game. That is the meaning

of India.” The fact remains that the contemporary Indian English

Literature is a telling comment on the external realities as well as

the inner-most regions of human-psyche. Writers as diverse as

NayantaraSehgal, Kamala Markandaya, Anita Desai, Ruth

PrawerJhabvala, Arun Joshi, Vikram Seth, Salman Rushdie, Amitav

Ghosh, ManjuKapoor, Kiran Desai, to name only a few, have

worked as the globalization of social and cultural values that come

out from the sense of rootedness and ruthlessness. Indian writers

have produced path-breaking works– and these works transcend

the limits of space and time.

The present volume is brilliant collection of critical essays.

This work will be crucial for students and teachers of Contemporary

Cultural Studies. It is a wonderful stimulating book which deals

with dimension of writers who contribute to Contemporary Indian

Writing in English.

I congratulate the editors for taking out this book and I hope

to see more of your work in the future.

- Shruti Dutt Sharma

Former Vice Chancellor HPU Shimla (HP)

Professor, Department of English,

Kurukshetra University (Haryana)


