
A STUDY OF BEHAVIOUR AND AWARENESS 
PATTERN REGARDING ROAD SAFETY 

MEASURES IN AMBALA DISTRICT AND ROAD 
ACCIDENTS IN INDIA

1 2Dr. Deepak Kumar , Harvinder Singh
1
Assistant Professor(s), Department of Commerce, 

Sanatan Dharma College, Ambala Cantt
2
Assistant Professor(s), Department of Commerce, 

Sanatan Dharma College, Ambala Cantt., Haryana

Abstract:

In most areas of the world the world epidemic of visitor's accidents is 

nevertheless increasing. In India motor car populace is developing at a 

quicker price than the monetary and populace growth. It has been estimated 

that until instant motion is taken, avenue deaths will upward push to the fifth 

main reason of deaths through 2021. 

Road safety is the prevention and protection of road accidents by using all 

the road safety measures. It is to secure people while traveling on the roads. 

It is to make safe all the road users such as pedestrians, two-wheelers, four-

wheelers, multi-wheelers, and other transport vehicle users. The present 

study was aimed to assess the level of awareness regarding road safety 

among the study participants and to study the behavior patterns while using 

motorized vehicles among the study participants.  

Keywords:  Road safety measures, Road Accidents, Awareness, Behavioral 

patterns

Introduction: 

Road safety means safety for all road users. Accident risks on the road, 

during both work-related driving and leisure time driving, involve risks to 

the driver, passengers and other road users. Today's continuously changing 
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traffic environment requires constant alertness on the part of road users. 

Speed is one of the cities' road safety challenges and it is not the only risk on 

the roads and throughout the city streets. The increase in modes of transport 

like bikes and scooters has brought an increase in dangerous behavior. While 

roads and streets cannot be stretched, local authorities have to find solutions 

to get all the users to live together. The awareness of rules and regulations of 

Road Traffic, knowledge about them and the measures practiced by the 

students was being studied. 

Objectives of the Study:

· To study about the trends of road accidents in India 

· To study about initiative taken by Government of Haryana road 

safety Education

· To study about Behavioural and awareness regarding road safety 

measures 

Research Methodology:

ü Research Design:  Descriptive and analytical research design was 

used for sort out the research problems

ü Data: For the purpose of the study primary and secondary data has 

been used.

ü Collection of Data: The present cross-sectional study was 

conducted in Ambala District. All Undergraduate/ post graduate 

students were included in the study. A total of 200 students were 

studied. They all drive either their own vehicles or others' vehicles. 

They were aged from 17-25 years. The secondary data was collected 

from various reports and documents of various organizations. 

Various books, Journals, articles, Newspapers, and websites were 

consulted and used wherever required for the present study.

Road Accidents: An Overview

§ A road traffic accident (RTA) is any injury due to crashes originating 

from, terminating with or involving a vehicle partially or fully on a 

public road. It is projected that road traffic injuries will move up to 

the third position by the year 2022 among leading causes of the 

global disease burden
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§ The third Global Ministerial Conference on Road Safety was held in 

Stockholm, Sweden on 19 and 20 February, 2020. At this 

conference, all the participants including India, reaffirmed their 

strong commitment for achieving the goals of reducing road 

accident-related deaths by at least 50% by 2030.

§ Road accidents in India kill almost 1.5 lakh people annually. 

Accordingly, India accounts for almost 11% of the accident related 

deaths in the World.

Table 1 : Road Accidents, Registered Vehicles and Road Length 

in India (1970-2019)

     (Source: Data retrieved from website of Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highway, Government of India)
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The above graph reveals a consistent increase in road accidents, accident-

related deaths and road injuries up to 2010 after which all three categories of 

accidents, deaths and injuries have stabilized with marginal fluctuations and 

slight decrease in 2019.

Table:2 Trends of Road accidents, person killed and injured 
by road category during      2015 to 2019

(Source: Data retrieved from website of  Ministry of Road  Transport 

and Highway, Government of India)
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Table 3: Gender-wise age profile of accident related deaths 

victims in 2017 to 2019

The data in Table 2 on National highways reveals that between 2015 and 2019, 

road accidents have decreased @ CAGR of 0.90 percent, persons killed 

increased at a CAGR of 1.28 percent and persons injured decreased at a CAGR 

of 1.37%. State Highways on the other hand have registered a negative growth 

rate in all three categories during this period.

(Source: Data retrieved from website of Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highway, Government of India)

The data in Table 3 also reveals that during the calendar years 2017 to 2019 the 
share of males in number of total accident deaths hovered around 85% to 86% 
while the share of females hovered around 13-14 percent. Age profile and 
gender-wise share in road accidents related deaths during 2019 is depicted in 
Chart

Trends in Month-wise distribution of road accidents
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Table 4 : Trends of month wise distribution of Road accidents from 2015-2019

(Source: Data retrieved from website of Ministry of Road Transport and 

Highway, Government of India)

The month wise data on road accidents presented in Table 4 reveals that over 

the period of five years (2015 to 2019) the months in which the maximum 

number of accidents and maximum number of road accident deaths occur are 

May, June, March, January and December. The month-wise distribution of total 

accidents and person killed for the year 2019 is depicted in Chart.
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The data on month wise distribution of road accidents and number for person 

killed during the year 2019 as plotted in Graph  reveals that peak month for 

road related deaths is May followed by June, January, March & April. The 

period July to September has lesser number of accidents and road accident 

related deaths

Behavioural and awareness regarding road safety measures  

Table5: Behavioural patterns of study participants.  

Out of 200 participants, 142 (71%) had driving license, 52 (26%) don't wear 

helmet while riding, 24 (12%) exceed the speed limits while driving, 28 (14%) 

use mobile phones while driving, 22 (11%) were caught by police for wrong 

drive and over speeding & 20(10%) do not follow lane rules while driving as in 

Table5 
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Out of 200 participants, interpretation of signboards was done right by 163 

(81.5%) for no entry, 185 (92.5%) for no overtaking, 196 (98%) for no U-

turn, 190 (95%) for pedestrian crossing, 172 (86%) for inclination ahead & 

only 61(30.5%) for gap in median as in Table 6. Out of 200 participants, 

only 61(30.5%) interpreted gap in-median correct and 139 (69.5%) 

interpreted it wrong.

Steps Taken by Government of Haryana regarding Road Safety 

Education

· Haryana Road Safety Policy has been formulated on 31.03.2016.

· State Government has set up Lead Agency to act as the „Secretariat 

of the State Road Safety Council‟ to coordinate all activities relating 

to the road safety in the State, which would include the functions of 

different Department like, Public Works (B&R), Education, Local 

Bodies, Haryana Police and Non-Government Organization and 

other Govt. departments/Organization concerned with the road 

safety from the office of the Transport Commissioner.

· Road Safety Fund has been created under the Haryana Road Safety 

Fund Rules, 2018. In which, provision has been made to utilize 50% 

of the amount collected by the enforcement agencies as 

compounding fee in the previous financial year.

· Fund Management Committee has been formulated for 

management/monitoring the Haryana Road Safety Fund under the 

chairmanship of Chief Secretary, Haryana. 

· State Road Safety Council has been re-constituted under the 

Chairmanship of Transport Minister.
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· District Road Safety Committees have been constituted in each 

district under Deputy Commissioner

· A MoU has been signed by the Transport Department on behalf of 

State Government with WRI & NASSCOM on Haryana Vision 

Zero, Road Fatalities Initiative on 02.05.2017. Road Safety 

Associates have been deployed under Haryana Vision Zero project 

in 10 districts i.e. Gurugram Panipat, Karnal, Jhajjar, 8 Ambala, 

Hisar, Kurukshetra, Sonipat, Rohtak & Rewari w.e.f. July, 2017 for 

performing the Road Safety activities. 

· A MoU has been signed by the Transport Department on behalf of 

State Government with SABMiller India Ltd. for “Safer Roads 

Initiative” in Gurugram district. 

· A Separate Road Safety wing has been established in the Transport 

Commissioner's office.

Conclusion:

The awareness regarding road safety measures among the study participants 

was satisfactory but interpretation of traffic signs was poor-only 30.5% 

interpreted gap-in median correct. Awareness generation and orientation 

towards road safety issues among the students should be done through 

periodic trainings. Strict enforcement of laws and periodic organization of 

traffic awareness campaigns are essential for checking out risky practices in 

driving and thereby can result in decreasing the burden of road traffic 

accidents. It was concluded that the students were well-aware of the rules 

and regulations of road traffic but did not practice these measures. They had 

the knowledge about the safety equipment and the causes of road traffic 

accidents. Majority of the students agreed on the development of road safety 

initiatives by the government and the community. So strict road traffic laws, 

rules and regulations must be made and must be followed by the people.
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